
The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

My dear Friends, 

As a parish priest now for some thirty three years, it has been my privilege to be alongside many families at some of the 
saddest and happiest moments of their lives. Of the latter the anticipation, arrival and subsequent Baptism of infants is, of 
course, one of the most joyful events. The gift of children is one of the blessings of family for which we should give thanks, 
recognising as the old Mothers’ Union prayer reminds us that “we thank God for family life with all its joys and sorrows”. In 
our Gospel this week from Luke, Chapter 1, v39-56 we see Elizabeth and Mary looking forward to such moments.  

Over the last couple of weeks we have read and learned about John the Baptist and his role as an adult proclaiming a baptism 
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins and urging the people to be prepared for the coming of the Messiah. This week’s 
gospel is a flashback or prequel to those events as we go to the time before John or Jesus were born. Elizabeth and Mary 
were related and shared an unexpected future. Elizabeth, older was thought to be unable to have children yet she is pregnant 
and Mary, through the message of the Angel Gabriel, has been told she will conceive as a Virgin. Elizabeth was to be the 
mother of John and Mary, Jesus. They could not have known what the future lives of their infant sons would be but they both 
recognised that they had been chosen for a special purpose. Elizabeth on encountering Mary feels the child leap within her 
and perceives that Mary will be the mother of the Saviour. In Jewish tradition the hope that a woman might be the mother 
of the Messiah was their greatest ambition.  

Mary responds with a song of praise which we have come to know as the Magnificat which we sing weekly at Choral Evensong. 
It expresses Mary’s joyous gratitude for her personal blessing, God’s graciousness to all who reverence him, his special love 
for the lowly and for Israel. The last part of the song describes God’s victory in terms of national deliverance from human 
oppressors. For us who read this passage, we can see that all mothers are blessed as Elizabeth says but Mary is the recipient 
of a unique blessing from God and is called to fulfil an extraordinary task.  

Death, Judgement, Heaven and Hell are often seen as the traditional serious themes of Advent but now as the season draws 
to a close we see another abiding theme of the season that of Hope. Elizabeth and Mary are full of eager anticipation and 
excitement for the expected births of their sons. We can share in that as we look forward to commemoration of the arrival 
of our Lord Jesus in the world. At a time when there is still uncertainty and new challenges in our community and national 
life we should be reassured by presence of our Saviour who brings us good news of love and hope for the future.  

Best wishes and prayers, 
Stewart  

The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk,  
Vicar of Roath.  


